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difficulties attending their construction. On this point the
interested reader is referred for detailed information to the
technical literature on the subject, the construction of these
appliances falling within the domain of mechanical, rather
than chemical, technology.
A brief description of the principal lubricators designed
for use on different classes of machinery may not, however,
be out of place.
The Flexible Oil Can.—This small vessel, which does
excellent service for small machinery, is illustrated by Fig. 14,
and consists of a metal case G, with a fine tapering nozzle E,
terminating in a small orifice screwed into the case G-. The
bottom B of the can is convex, and being made of flexible sheet
metal.
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When this can is filled about two-thirds with oil and is
inverted, the application of pressure to
the bottom B with the thumb, com-
presses the air within causing it to press
on the oil, which now occupies the
tube E, thus forcing a drop out of the
nozzle. The number of drops expelled
in this way depends on the amount of
pressure exerted on the bottom of the can.
On reversing the can again, more
air enters through the nozzle, so that
each time the bottom is pressed, any con-
venient number of drops of oil can be
forced out.
This class of can is very largely used for oiling sewing
machines, embroidering machines, small planning and drill-
ing machines, turret clocks, and in fact for all kinds of small
delicate machinery not run at such high speed as to require
the use of continuous lubricators.
Although the practice would increase the cost of these
cans, it is recommended that they should be lightly plated
with silver on the inside, instead of being simply of ordinary
sheet brass or zinc. This slight addition to the cost would
be more than repaid by the certainty that good lubricating
oils, such as bone oil, would keep perfectly colourless and

